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גֶמֶשׁ – Gemesh (Flexibility, adaptability, resilience)
Case 1
Rain pounded against the windows as the boys lined up for recess. “Sorry, boys,” Rebbi announced, “recess will be inside today.” “What?!” Yossi groaned. “But we were going to play soccer!” A few boys slumped in their seats. Just then, another boy pointed to the shelf. “Hey, there are board games here. Who wants to play?”
Yossi looked at the soccer ball still sitting by the door. He frowned, then thought, Gemesh means finding a new way to enjoy myself when plans change. If I try, maybe this recess can still be fun.
Solve it: What should Yossi do?
A) Sit in the corner and complain the whole recess.
B) Join a board game or find another fun activity indoors.
C) Keep begging Rebbi to let them outside anyway.
Case 2
“Today I’m switching chavrusas,” Rebbi announced. “Moshe, you’ll learn with Shlomo.” Moshe’s smile faded. He usually learned with his best friend, and Shlomo read very slowly. As they opened their Gemaras, Shlomo stumbled on the first line. “Sorry,” Shlomo said softly. “I’m still learning how to say the words.” Moshe tapped his pencil impatiently.
He leaned back and thought, This isn’t how I usually learn. But Gemesh means I can bend instead of break. If I slow down, I can help Shlomo and still learn Torah well. He looked at his new partner and said, “Let’s try again together. I’ll help you with the hard words.”
Solve it: What should Moshe do?
A) Refuse to learn with the new partner.
B) Adjust to the slower pace and help the new chavrusa.
C) Do the work quickly by himself and ignore his chavrusa.
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