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חֲסִידוּת – Chasidus (Devotion, loyalty, commitment)
Opposite: אֲרָעִי – Arai (casual, occasional, temporary).
Case 1: The Early Minyan
On Friday, Rebbi announced, “Boys, this Sunday there will be an early minyan in the shul. I hope you can come on time.”
Sunday morning, Avi’s alarm rang. He peeked at the clock and thought about rolling over to sleep more. He knew some boys would probably come late anyway. But then he remembered: if enough boys didn’t show up on time, the minyan might have trouble starting. Chasidus means being devoted and loyal — not treating commitments casually.
Solve it: What should Avi do?
A) Wait to see if others are going before deciding. (⚠️ Okay – At least he might help later, but it avoids showing true devotion.)
B) Go back to sleep and come whenever he feels like it. (❌ Not good – This is Arai, being casual and uncommitted.)
C) Get up and come on time to help the minyan begin properly. (✅ Best – This shows Chasidus, loyalty and devotion to tefillah.)
Case 2: Helping Consistently
After school, the gabbai asked for volunteers to help set up chairs for a special shiur. The first week, a crowd of boys rushed to help. By the third week, most had disappeared — only two or three boys still came.
Moshe walked past the lunchroom and saw the gabbai struggling to move chairs alone. He thought, I’ve already helped before. Maybe I’ve done my part. But then he stopped. Chasidus isn’t about helping once and quitting. It’s about showing you can be counted on again and again.
Solve it: What should Moshe do?
A) Stop helping after the first week since he already did his part. (❌ Not good – This is casual and uncommitted, the opposite of Chasidus.)
B) Keep coming each week to help set up, even if others stop. (✅ Best – This shows Chasidus, steady devotion and reliability.)
C) Wait until someone reminds him, then come only when asked. (⚠️ Okay – It helps sometimes, but misses true devotion.)
Teacher’s Note
Chasidus means being loyal and committed to what is right—not just once, but again and again. Avi showed Chasidus by being on time for minyan, and Moshe showed it by helping consistently. True devotion is steady and dependable, not casual or occasional.
Quick Facilitation Tips
Devotion Chain: Each boy shares one mitzvah or responsibility he can stick with consistently. Link them into a 'chain of devotion.'
Role-Play: Pretend someone helps once but not again. Compare to someone who shows steady commitment.
Exit Ticket: Write one way you showed Chasidus today.
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