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כֹּבֶד רֹאשׁ – Koved Rosh (Seriousness, thoughtful focus, proper mindset)
Case 1
The boys sat at their desks with their siddurim ready. Rebbi was about to begin Shacharis, but a few boys weren’t sitting quietly. Two were making silly faces across the room, and another opened and closed his siddur like a puppet, saying in a goofy voice, “I’m hungry, feed me pages!” The others nearby burst out laughing.
Yossi held his siddur in his hands. He knew tefillah was about to start, and this wasn’t the way to get ready. Koved Rosh means showing that davening is important by being calm and serious. Yossi had to choose whether to copy the silliness or to set the right example.
Solve it: What should Yossi do?
A) Leave it on the floor until after davening.
B) Pick it up right away and put it respectfully back on the desk.
C) Nudge his friend to pick it up instead.
Case 2
Rebbi opened his Chumash and began teaching the pasuk. Most boys were following along, but in the back row, Naftali and Chaim were fooling around. Naftali made paper airplanes out of his scrap paper, and Chaim tried to launch one when Rebbi’s back was turned. A few boys nearby snickered.
Moshe wanted to listen to Rebbi, but the noise and silliness made it hard to pay attention. He thought about how Torah is Hashem’s words, and it deserves kavod. Koved Rosh means showing respect by learning with focus, not treating the lesson like playtime. Moshe had to decide whether to join the fun, ignore it, or step up and help keep the class serious.
Solve it: What should Moshe do?
A) Politely remind the boys to quiet down, since the class is learning Torah.
B) Join the laughing so he won’t feel left out.
C) Stay quiet but just try to ignore them.
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