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אֲדִיבוּת – Adivus (Consideration, courtesy, thoughtfulness)
Opposite: גַסוּת – Gasus (rudeness, roughness).
Case 1: The Doorway
The bell rang and boys rushed toward the classroom door. Some pushed their way in, wanting the best seats. In the middle of the crowd, Shimon noticed a younger boy carrying a tall stack of books. The boy struggled to get through the doorway without dropping them.
Shimon realized he had a choice: squeeze past like everyone else, or step aside and show courtesy. Adivus means thinking about others, not just yourself.
Solve it: What should Shimon do?
A) Push through quickly so he doesn’t lose his seat. (❌ Not good – This is inconsiderate and rough.)
B) Hold the door open and let the younger boy pass first. (✅ Best – This shows Adivus, thinking of others before himself.)
C) Stand back and wait until everyone else goes in. (⚠️ Okay – This avoids pushing, but misses the chance to actively show consideration.)
Case 2: The Loud Whispering
Rebbi was teaching, but two boys nearby kept whispering and laughing. Their voices grew so loud that Moshe could barely follow the lesson.
He wanted to focus, but the noise made it hard. Moshe knew that shouting would only embarrass the boys and disturb the class even more. Adivus means being thoughtful and polite, even when correcting others.
Solve it: What should Moshe do?
A) Politely ask the boys to quiet down so everyone can hear. (✅ Best – This shows Adivus, addressing the issue with courtesy.)
B) Shout at the boys to stop talking. (❌ Not good – This is rude and makes things worse.)
C) Ignore them and hope Rebbi notices. (⚠️ Okay – At least no rudeness, but it avoids responsibility.)
Teacher’s Note
Adivus means thinking about how our actions affect others and choosing courtesy over rudeness. Shimon showed Adivus by holding the door, and Moshe showed Adivus by politely stopping distractions. Small acts of courtesy make the whole class more respectful and pleasant.
Quick Facilitation Tips
Courtesy Drill: Have boys practice holding doors for each other or offering supplies politely. Connect to Adivus.
Role-Play: Pretend some boys are whispering during class. Practice responding with Adivus instead of anger.
Exit Ticket: Write one way you showed Adivus today.
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